
List of 2016's Best Books  

You can access a list of 2016's best books - both 

fiction and nonfiction - through the Mission Viejo 

Library's website at cmvl.org.  

The titles have been compiled through Library 

Journal, Oprah, Goodreads, National Book Awards, 

Man Booker Prizes, Amazon, Publishers Weekly as 

well as the Washington Post, New York Times and 

Los Angeles Times. This is only the third year the 

Man Booker competition has been open to books 

published outside the United Kingdom; the titles in 

the library's collection are included.  

This year, the top books from alternative sources 

such as BuzzFeed, a news and pop culture source, 

and Paste, an online magazine, are included. So 

make your New Year's resolution to read some titles on the best books list. You 

will find both fiction and nonfiction books - and all titles listed are available at our 

library. 

 Adnan's Story Chaundry, Rabia 364.152 CHA Goodreads 

 All the Birds in the Sky Anders, Charlies FIC ANDERS, C. Kirkus, TIME Magazine 

 All the Single Ladies: Unmarried Women and the Rise of an Independent Nation 

Traister, Rebecca 306.81 TRA Library Journal 

 All the Ugly and Wonderful Things Greenwood, Bryn FIC GREENWOOD, B. 

Goodreads 

 American Heiress Toobin, Jeffrey BIO HEARST, P. Library Journal 

 Another Brooklyn Woodson, Jacquelin FIC WOODSON, J. National Book Awards 

finalist, Kirkus, TIME Magazine, Buzzfeed, Goodreads 

 At the Existentialist Café Bakewell, Sarah 142.78 BAK New York Times 

 Barkskins Proulx, Annie FIC PROULX, A. Publisher’s Weekly 

 Black River Hulse, S. M. FIC HULSE, S. American Library Association 

 Blood at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in America Phillips, Patrick 305.8009758 PHI 

Library Journal 

 Blood in the Water:  The 1971 Attica Uprising Thompson, Heather Ann 365.974793 

THO National Book Awards, Publisher’s Weekly 

 The Book of Aron Shepard, Jim FIC SHEPHARD, J. American Library Association 

 Born to Run Springsteen, Bruce BIO SPRINGSTEEN, B. Oprah 

 But What if We're Wrong Klosterman, Chuck 303.49 KLO Goodreads 
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 Commonwealth Patchett, Anne FIC PATCHETT, A. Washington Post, Oprah, 

Goodreads. National Public Radio 

 Dark Money Mayer, Jane 320.520973 MAY New York Times, Goodreads 

 Delicious Foods Hannaham, James FIC HANNAHAM, J. American Library 

Association 

 Did You Ever Have a Family? Clegg, Bill FIC CLEGG, B. American Library 

Association 

 Do Not Say We Have Nothing Thien, Madeleine FIC THIEN, M. Man Booker 

Shortlist 

 Eileen Moshfegh, Otessa FIC MOSHFEGH, O. Man Booker Shortlist 

 Eligible Sittenfeld, Curtis FIC SITTENFELD, C. Goodreads 

 Everybody's Fool Russo, Richard FIC RUSSO, R. Goodreads 

 Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City Desmond, Matthew 339.460973 

DES Publisher’s Weekly, New York Times, Library Journal, Washington Post, 

Goodreads 

 The Gene: An Intimate History Mukherjee, Siddhartha 616.042 MUK Library Journal, 

Washington Post 

 Get in Trouble Link, Kelly FIC LINK, K. Pulitzer Prize finalist 

 The Girls Cline, Emma FIC CLINE, E. Goodreads 

 Girls & Sex Orenstein, Peggy 306.70835 ORE Goodreads 

 Girls on Fire Wasserman, Robin FIC WASSERMAN, R. Buzzfeed 

 Grit: The Power of Perseverance and Persuasion Duckworth, Angela 158.1 DUC 

Goodreads 

 Guilty Thing: A Life of Thomas De Quincey Wilson, Frances BIO DE QUINCEY, T. 

Publisher’s Weekly 

 Hamilton: The Revolution Miranda, Lin-Manuel 782.140268 MIR Goodreads 

 Here I Am Safran, Jonathan FIC SAFRAN, J. Goodreads, TIME Magazine 

 Homegoing Gyasi, Yaa FIC GYASI, Y. National Public Radio, Oprah, Buzzfeed, TIME 

Magazine 

 Imagine Me Gone Haslett, Adam FIC HASLETT, A. National Book Awards longlist, 

TIME Magazine 

 The Interstellar Age Bell, Jim 919.9204 BEL American Library Association 

 A Kingdom of Their Own Partlow, Joshua 958.10471 PAR Publisher’s Weekly 

 Lily and the Octopus Rowley, Steven FIC ROWLEY, S. Goodreads 

 A Little Life Yanagihara, Hanya FIC YANAGIHARA, H. American Library 

Association 

 A Gentleman from Moscow Towles, Amor FIC TOWLES, A. National Public Radio 

 March: Book Three Lewis, John 328.73092 LEW V.3 National Book Awards 

 Maud's Line Verble, Margaret FIC VERBLE, M. Pulitzer Prize finalist 

 Moonglow Chabon, Michael FIC CHABON, M. Buzzfeed 

 The Mothers Bennett, Brit FIC BENNET, B. Kirkus, Buzzfeed, National Public Radio 
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 Mr. Splitfoot Hunt, Samantha FIC HUNT, S. Oprah 

 My Name is Lucy Barton Strout, Elizabeth FIC STROUT, E. Man Booker Longlist, 

Goodreads, TIME Magazine, National Public Radio 

 The Nest Sweeney, Cynthia FIC SWEENEY, C. Goodreads 

 News of the World Jiles, Paulette FIC JILES, P. National Book Awards finalist, 

Washington Post 

 The Nix Hill, Nathan FIC HILL, N. Library Journal, Goodreads, National Public Radio 

 Nothing Ever Dies: Viet Nam and the Memory of War Nguyen, Viet Thanh 

959.70431 NGU National Book Awards finalist 

 Nutshell McEwan, Ian FIC MCEWAN, I. Oprah, Goodreads 

 Originals Grant, Adam 153.35 GRA Goodreads 

 Pond Bennett, Claire-Louise FIC BENNETT, C. Buzzfeed 

 The Portable Veblen McKenzie, Elizabeth FIC MCKENZIE, E. National Book 

Awards longlist 

 The Prophets of Eternal Fjord Leine, Kim FIC LEINE, K. American Library 

Association 

 Queen of the Night Chee, Alexander FIC CHEE, A. Buzzfeed 

 The Red Car Dermansky, Marcy FIC DERMANSKY, M. Buzzfeed 

 Rogue Heroes MacIntyre, Ben 940.45 MAC Washington Post 

 The Romanovs: 1613-1918 Sebag, Montefiore Simon BIO ROMANOVS Oprah 

 Secondhand Time: The Last of the Soviets Alexievich, Svetlana 947.086092 ALE 

Publisher’s Weekly, Washington Post 

 The Sellout Beatty, Paul FIC BEATTY, P. Man Booker Prize, American Library 

Association 

 Serious Sweet Kennedy, A. L. FIC KENNEDY, A. Man Booker Longlist 

 Shelter Yung, Jun FIC YUNG, F. Goodreads 

 Small Great Things Picoult, Jody FIC PICOULT, J. Goodreads 

 The Soul of an Octopus Montgomery, Sy 594.56 MON American Library Association 

 The Sport of Kings Morgan, C.E. FIC MORGAN, C. Kirkus Prize 

 Stamped from the Beginning Kendi, Ibram X. 305.800973 KEN National Book Awards 

 Strangers in Their Own Land Hochschild, Russell Arlis 320.520973 HOC National 

Book Awards finalist 

 Sweet Lamb of Heaven Millet, Lydia FIC MILLET, L. National Book Awards longlist 

 Sweetbitter Danler, Stephanie FIC DANLER, S. Buzzfeed 

 Swing Time Smith, Zadie FIC SMITH, Z. Washington Post, TIME Magazine, Buzzfeed 

 The Sympathizer Nguyen, Viet Thanh FIC NGUYEN, V. Pulitzer Prize, American 

Library Association 

 To the Bright Edge of the World Ivey, Eowyn FIC IVEY, E. Library Journal 

 The Trespasser French, Tana FIC FRENCH, T. Washington Post, TIME Magazine 

 Tribe Junger, Sebastian 302.3 JUN Goodreads 

 Truly Madly Guilty Moriarty, Liane FIC MORIARTY, L. Goodreads 
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http://catalog.cmvl.org/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:175564/email?qu=Swing+Time&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A175564%7EILS%7E0
http://catalog.cmvl.org/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:168089/email?qu=The+Sympathizer&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A168089%7EILS%7E0
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http://catalog.cmvl.org/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:171665/email?qu=Tribe&qf=AUTHOR%09Author%09Junger%2C+Sebastian%2C+author.%09Junger%2C+Sebastian%2C+author.&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A171665%7E%7E0
http://catalog.cmvl.org/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:172080/email?qu=Truly+Madly+Guilt&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A172080%7EILS%7E1


 The Underground Railroad Whitehead, Colson FIC WHITEHEAD, C. National Book 

Awards, Library Journal, Publisher’s Weekly, New York Times, Washington Post, TIME 

Magazine, Oprah, Buzzfeed, National Public Radio 

 Upstream Oliver, Mary 814.54 OLI Oprah 

 The Vegetarian Han, Kang FIC HAN, K. Publisher’s Weekly, New York Times, 

Buzzfeed 

 Version Control Palmer, Dexter Clarence FIC PALMER, D. Buzzfeed 

 View from the Cheap Seats Gaiman, Neil 824.914 GAI Goodreads 

 The Wangs vs. the World Chang, Jade FIC CHANG, J. Buzzfeed 

 We Love You, Charlie Freeman Greenidge, Kaitlyn FIC GREENIDGE, K. Buzzfeed 

 What Belongs to You Greenwell. Garth FIC GREENWELL, G. National Book 

Awards longlist, Publisher’s Weekly, Buzzfeed 

 While the City Slept Sanders, Eli 364.152 SAN Library Journal 

 Work Like Any Other Reeves, Virginia FIC REEVES, V. Man Booker Longlist 

 You Will Know Me Abbott, Megan FIC ABBOTT, M. Kirkus 
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