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“The Week That Was”
Marguerite Aquatics Complex Update
One of the major unknown conditions at the
Marguerite Aquatics Complex was the type of
foundation that existed underground to support the
dive tower. Since there were no plans documenting
the original construction, the contract was
structured to include a $60,000 allotment for the
removal of the underground foundation. The actual
payment would be based on the actual work
performed, tracking tickets, and related cost for
only work completed. A concern that design
engineers had was that the foundation might be
tied to the pool walls. It turns out the effort, was
far simpler than anticipated. There were only four, 18” x 20’ deep concrete
casings under a 24” concrete cap. This has now all been removed and the
re-compaction of the soil is underway.

Improvements Planned for Edwards Theatre in Kaleidoscope
Plans have been submitted to the City for the interior renovation of the
Edwards Kaleidoscope Stadium 10 theatres. The work includes
installation of luxury seating, new wall and floor coverings along with
new aisle lighting and railings. The theatre improvements will be done
in two 11-week phases. The work will take a total of 22 weeks to
complete. Five theatres will be under construction at a time. An early
summer completion is anticipated.
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Mission Viejo Participates in Point-in-Time (PIT) Count and Survey
On Saturday, January 28, a team of over 30 Mission Viejo volunteers
including City employees and their family members, area church
members and City residents embarked on a journey to count and
survey area homeless in and around Mission Viejo and adjacent
south county cities. With a check-in time of 4:15 a.m. at Families
Forward in Irvine, teams of 3 to 5 volunteers received city-specific
maps to walk, driving directions, HUD surveys and hygiene kits/gifts
for those agreeing to participate in the survey. While the actual
homeless count during the four hour survey period was low in
Mission Viejo, the City’s support of this county-wide endeavor
helped propel an increase in south county awareness of the homeless issue and volunteer involvement.
211 OC reports that the 2017 count is the first time in the history of the PIT survey that all Orange
County maps were counted, a sizeable accomplishment since the maps increased from 200 in 2015 to
270 in 2017. In addition, actual volunteer participation increased from 700 in 2015 to over 1,020 in
2017. The City will receive city-specific data and county-wide statistics on the state of Orange County’s
homeless in June 2017.

Community Rallies to Support 2-1-1 OC Collection Drive for Area Homeless
Throughout the month of January, residents, non-profit agencies, area
churches, service groups, local businesses and community volunteers
rallied to support Orange County’s Point-in-Time Collection Drive for
area homeless. With an estimated value of over $3,000 of in-kind
donations received, a passionate and
committed
team
of
seventeen
volunteers sorted and assembled the
requested items into 162 hygiene kits.
All of the hygiene kits, including dozens
of handcrafted knitted hats, were then transported to Families Forward
in Irvine for distribution to the homeless during the Point-in-Time Count
and Survey on January 28.

AARP Tax Aide at Norman P. Murray Center
On Thursday, February 2, the Norman P. Murray Center began the AARP Tax
Aide program that will run from February 2 through April 13. The program is
run by volunteers that have been certified by the IRS to prepare both federal
and California state tax returns. Appointments run from 9:00 am to 1:00 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays and are scheduled through the front desk. The IT
department came onsite to set up a connection port that allowed our volunteers
to connect to the software they use to run the program. The program had a
very busy first day and the front desk continues to set up more and more
appointments daily.
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El Toro Road Paving
As part of the new Skyridge development improvements, El Toro
Road was re-paved from just north of Glenn Ranch Road to the
Skyridge entrance. Based on public feedback, the re-striping of
the roadway included improved lane channelization for the
northbound direction.

Sierra Snow Summit
Over 300 people came out to take part in the 2nd annual Sierra Snow
Summit event at the Sierra Recreation Center. The event featured
over 180 gallons of artificial snow, the signature Polar Bear Plunge,
and winter games and activities. Kids enjoyed face painting, corn
hole and Santa hat ring toss in between enjoying free recreational
swim and use of the water slide. The event attracted 118 members
and 186 non-members to the facility which provided an opportunity
to showcase the facility and membership options!

Community Outreach
On Thursday, February 2 Community Services Coordinator Melanie
McGrane did a community Outreach presentation on Norman P.
Murray at the Abiding Savior Lutheran Church in Lake Forest. The
church reached out to the City looking for more information about
our programs and services. Melanie handed out copies of the MV
Life, the Senior Update and Saddleback Emeritus booklets and
explained the variety of classes and resources Norman P. Murray
provides. The attendees seemed eager to learn more and are
planning to attend the upcoming Valentine’s Luncheon. After the
presentation some participants dropped by the center to drop off their sharps containers and batteries.
They were happy to learn Mission Viejo provided a proper and safe place to dispose of these items.

California History Lecture Series “The Golden State during the Civil War”
On January 29, the library hosted the first in a three-part lecture series on California history. Almost
70 attendees turned out to hear historian Glenna Matthews speak about the role of California during
the Civil War. When she asked how many of the audience members had ever studied this period in
California history, almost no one raised their hands. We were
all fascinated to learn something new. Many of the attendees
even stayed afterwards to ask further questions and get
information about her book. Members from the Friends of the
Library and the Heritage Committee were also present. The
remaining two lectures in the series are: “Prehistoric
California” on February 26th, and “History of the Santa Ana
Mountains” on March 26th.
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